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man of piety and incapable of the crimes charged against
him. He and the knights were willing to undergo any form
of trial by ordeal to prove the complete innocence of the
Temple, and Hugh invited the council to choose all or any
of them for the purpose. The council declined 5 its members
appear to have been overawed by the Preceptor and his
followers and anxious only to close the proceedings. No
attempt was made to arrest the Templars. The sittings were
suspended and a full report sent to the Pope, who was
alarmed at the accusation that his election was illegal. The
trial was not resumed at Mentz for a year. After nearly
forty witnesses had been heard, the Temple was pronounced
innocent and the Templars accepted as reconciled with the
Church. A council under the Archbishop of Treves gave
similar decisions, and the Archbishop of Magdeburg,
although he tried to seize all the Templars in his territory,
was compelled to declare the Order guiltless,
The proceedings in England closed inconclusively. On
the evidence given before the ecclesiastical councils in London
and York, the Templars could not be condemned, but the
Pope had pronounced the brethren guilty, and the Arch-
bishops could not therefore acquit the prisoners. The Arch-
bishop of Canterbury hoped that William de la More, the
Grand Preceptor of England, would rescue him from this
dilemma. A bargain was suggested in the summer of 1311*
If de la More would confess that he had been guilty of
heresy and express his penitence for the offences, he could
depend upon the utmost leniency from the Church, De la
More rejected the suggestion outright, but most of his
followers were not so implacable. They had been in prison
for over three years. Although nothing had been proved
against them by outside witnesses and only very few of the
brethren had made admissions, the prisoners realised that the
English Church was unable to oppose the Pope by setting
them at liberty without a compromise. A solution was